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SAVING THE GRAND AVE. BRIDGE

A few weeks ago, SupervisorPam Slater made an
award of $35,000 to help create the Grand Avenue
Bridge Interpretive Site. At a time when the
implementation of San Dieguito Wetland Restoratiot
Projectis delayedby lawsuits filed againstsome parts
of the restoration,this welcome award will allow us to
focus our attention on other, little known aspectsof
the project.

A bridge to nowhere

The Grand Avenue Bridge is a woodenstructureover
the lagoon, built in 1943 to provide accessfrom the
westto what was then a naval facility . It is considere:
"historic" in that it is more than 50 yearsold. It is
typical of bridges built during the war, using local
materials and workers, but is not connected with
historically important individuals, and has no claim on
preservationefforts other than its location and its not
inconsiderable charm.

Although most of the bridge was slated for
demolition becausat led to an abandonedite, the San
Dieguito River Park Joint Powers Authority (JPA), at
the urging of local community membershas decidedto
reconsiderthis drastic measureand will allocate money
to salvagemost of the handsomebridge as a viewing
platform overlooking the lagoon and its wildlife.
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Did you know?

During the 1920's the U.S. Navy establishedan
emergency landing field in the San Dieguito River

Valley in an areaeastand west of I-5, known as the
San Dieguito Field. The property is believed to have
beendevelopedas a municipal airport around 1938 to
serve the racing patrons at the new Del Mar
Fairgrounds.The airport included a 3,500-foot runway
and several support buildings.

In 1941, the Navy acquiredan extra 80.4 acres,but
since the field could not accommodate moderr
aircraft, the US Naval Auxiliary Air Facility Del Mar,
as it was known, becamea base for lighter-than-ai
aircraft, also known as blimps. The Del Mar facility
could accommodatetwo blimps, which were used in
anti-submarine patrols along the west coast.

After PearlHarbor, fairs andracingat Del Mar were
suspendedand the Navy added the fairgrounds anc
racetrack to the main facility where the blimp
mooring masts and landing fields were located. The
fairgrounds became barracks, galleys, mess halls,
offices, recreationalfacilities and classroomsor Navy
personnel stationed there during the war.

Using radar, magnetic detection equipment and
visual sightings, the blimps were used along the
California coast to detect enemy submarines. They
were K-types assignedto the blimp squadronZP-31
based at the Santa Ana Naval Air Station
Approximately 134 K-type blimps were built for the
war effort, each measuring251.7 feet in length, able
to lift 7,770 pounds,and with a maximum speed of
67.5 knots.

Usually only two blimps operatedfrom the Del Mar
field at one time since there were only two mooring
masts. They were refueled at Del Mar and then
continued anti-submarine patrols up and down the
coast and as much as 100 miles out to sea.

The Del Mar Naval Auxiliary Air Facility was
decommissionedin 1945 and the fairgrounds and
racetrack returned to the State of California.
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NEWS FROM SAN PASQUAL

The City of San Diego Water Departmentowns more
than 10,000 acresof open spaceand agricultural lands
within the beautifulSanPasquaValley. The Valley, oneof
the largestpublicly ownedareaswithin the San Dieguito
River Park FocusedPlanningArea, extendseastfrom I-15
along the San Dieguito River and Santa Ysabel Creek
drainagedor morethan 14 miles. Since 1965, this Valley
hasbeendesignatedn Agricultural Preserve by th€ity of
San Diego, but unfortunately, this designationhas not
always stoppedour City officials from proposing,and in
somecasegpprovinginappropriatauseswithin the Valley.
Fortunately,we now have a City Councilmembemwho is
dedicated to protecting the Valley from further
encroachmentCouncilmemberBrian Maienschein,who
also serveson the San Dieguito River Park JPA Board of
Directors,hasindicatedhis willingnessto take on the task
of identifying measureshatwill ensurethe preservatiorof
theValley for futuregenerationsWe thankCouncilmembe
Maienscheinfor his vision and look forward to providing
our supportfor his preservatiorproposals.

Anotherpositive noteregardingthe Valley N the Mule
Hill/San PasqualTrail, a 10.5-mile segmentof the San
Dieguito River ParkO€oastto CrestTrall, is expectedo
be completedin January/Februar2002. A sneakpreview
revealsthat trail userswill encountera variety of native
habitatsincluding willow shrub,freshwatemarsh,coasta
sagescrub, and oak woodlandto namea few N a bird-
watcherOgaradise!For thosewilling to follow the trail up

a steephillside on the southernedgeof Valley, you will be
rewardedwith spectaculaviews of the Valley below. Oncethe
trail is openedyou areencouragedo experiencdirst handthe
many wonderful resourcesof the San PasqualValley. DonC
forget to bring your binoculars!!

Not everything occurring in the Valley is positive. The
HodgesGolf ImprovementCenter,locatedto the eastof I-15
nearSikesAdobe,hasgenerateciumerousomplaintselatedto
night lighting. In addition,landscapingndirrigation problems
have beemdentified anda considerableumberof golf ballsare
beinghit beyondthe driving rangeand onto the Coastto Crest
Trail alignment.The RanchoBernardoCommunity Planning
Boardhasbeenworking with the applicantandthe City in an
attemptto seetheseproblemscorrected,but at the time of
publication, the majority of these issues have yet to be
resolved.This situationis particularlydiscouragingpoecause tr
informationprovidedatthetime the projectwas beingroposet
indicatedthat lighting would not be an issue.The unfortunate
reality is thattheprojectis negativelyimpactingthe characteof
theValley, particularlyat night. Thelighting problemsarealsc
affectingnative habitatareasandthe residentswvho live on the
ValleyOsdge. This situationclearly demonstrateshe severity
of the needto accuratelyevaluateall potentialimpactsbefore
any type of developmentis permitted in sensitive resourct
areas. We encourageyou to keepthis in mind asyou review
and commenton future developmenproposalswithin the San
Dieguito River Valley.

NVicki Touchston

Del Mar wins law suit

A group know as Citizens United to savethe
Beachsuedthe city of Del Mar for openingthe
San Dieguito River Mouth whenevercloggedby
sand. Superior Court Judge Guy-Schall agreec
with the City that the lawsuit had no merit.

A separate lawsuit by the Sandy Lane
HomeownersAssociationagainstthe River Valley
Joint Powers Authority is weaving its way
through the court system and holding up the
implementation of the Lagoon's Restoration Pl
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Changing of the Guard

Governor Davis has appointedtwo new Directors to
the Del Mar Fairboard: John Johnsonof San Diego, a
retired social worker and former executive director of
the Urban League, and JamesMorris, presidentof JMB
Propertiesof La Jolla. With thesetwo appointmentsthe
majority of the Board will be appointeesof Governor
Gray Davis.

The retiing members, Bob Vice and Louis
Wolfsheimer, were former Governor Wilson appointee
and ardent supporters of maximum development and
commercialization of the Fairgrounds.

While all agreethat many of the facilities are in neec
of upgrading,a new fairgrounds Master Plan, currently
being developed,is opposedby environmentalistanostly
becauseit proposesto pave large wetland areas for
parking.

It is too early to tell whetherthe new Board majority
will be more sensitive to the fragile environment of
wetlands and wildlife habitats.

NJacqueline Wintere

Grand Avenue Bridge
(continuedfrom Pagel)

New owners

The Navy retained ownership of the airfield until
1947, when the 80.4 acres were quitclaimed to the
County of San Diego for one dollar. The field was usec
as a civilian airport until 1959 when it was transferre:
to the State as part of the I-5 right-of-way.

After the airport closed, a company called Non
Linear Systems moved its operations into the site
barracks. NLS produced digital voltmeters, started in
1952 by a young Del Mar engineer,Andrew Kay. Work
at NLS led to the production of the "Kaypro", one of
the first home computers. NLS moved its plant to
SolanaBeachin 1968 and the airfield property has beer
vacant ever since.

At the presenttime only concrete foundation pads
remain as well as septic tanks,undergroundjas-storag
tanks and one of the two concretewheel circles. These
encircled mooring masts used to tether the blimps.
Although of historical interest, the property has little
remaining integrity. It is, however, worth a visit for
those interested in how the past shapes the future.

N JacquelineWinterer

Good News for the Lagoon

SouthernCalifornia Edison (SCE) and the California
Coastal Commission (CC), prime moversin the plan
to restore the San Dieguito Lagoon, resolved key
issues last month, moving the project closer to
fruition.

The $60-80m project will increasetidal flushing,
expandblue water acreageeastof Jimmy Durante,and
restore habitat degraded by decades of development

SCE announcedat the August meeting of the Sar
Dieguito River Park Joint Power Authority (JPA) its
resolve to fund the project notwithstandingfinancial
downturns it suffered in the recent power crisis.

It revealedfor the first time, that it has collectec
$53 million from rate payerssince 1985 when the CC
directedit to restorethe lagoon as mitigation for fish
kills at the San Onofre power plant.

The CC also sent a strong letter to the 22nd Ag
District demandingthat they meet their obligation to
construct 16 acres of Least Tern nesting area, an
obligation incurred when construction at the
fairgroundsin 1984 intensified use of the parking lot
adjacentto the river. The District has, for 15 years
resisted building the nests estimated to cost $1-4m.

The CC letter included a generousoffer whereby
SCE would pay for nest construction during the
restoration project. Moreover, the JPA and SCE
offered to donateland for nests,relieving the District
of coastal land acquisition costs.

Unfortunately,a sourceclose to the District reports
that they regardthis terrific deal as not good enough
Why? First, the District must pay a nominal cost for
nest maintenanceSecond,some sites involve wetlands
requiring the District to createwetlandsas mitigation.
The prime location available for conversion to
wetlands is acreage beneath their ugly advertising
trailers east of I-5 !

Hopefully, reasonableminds on the Fairboard will
embrace this generous opportunity to resolve their
longstanding environmental obligation and promote
the lagoon restoration, estimated to begin in 2003.

NMark WhiteheadDeputyMayor of Del Mar

Jacks Tern
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the SanDieguito River Valley systemthroughthe
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A warm and glowing thank you
to the
Del Mar Foundation
for theirrecentgenerougrantof $1000to fundthe
Valley Alert, helping us to keep you informed.

Thank you also
to
Friends of the Del Mar Library,
City of Del Mar,
and
Del Mar Farmers Market
whose contributions have helped us get starte
the productionof our brochure,
OBirdsof SanDieguito LagoonO
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