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SAVING THE GRAND AVE. BRIDGE

A few weeks ago, Supervisor Pam Slater made an 
award of $35,000 to help create the Grand Avenue 
Bridge Interpretive Site. At a time when the 
implementation of San Dieguito Wetland Restoration 
Project is delayed by lawsuits filed against some parts 
of the restoration, this welcome award will allow us to 
focus our attention on other, little known aspects of 
the project. 

A bridge to nowhere
The Grand Avenue Bridge is a wooden structure over 

the lagoon, built in 1943 to provide access from the 
west to what was then a naval facility . It is considered 
"historic" in that it is more than 50 years old. It is 
typical of bridges built during the war, using local 
materials and workers, but is not connected with 
historically important individuals, and has no claim on 
preservation efforts other than its location and its not 
inconsiderable charm.

 Although most of the bridge was slated for 
demolition because it led to an abandoned site,  the San 
Dieguito River Park Joint Powers Authority (JPA), at 
the urging of local community members, has decided to 
reconsider this drastic measure and will allocate money 
to salvage most of the handsome bridge as a viewing 
platform overlooking the lagoon  and its wildlife. 

Valley in an area east and west of I-5, known as the 
San Dieguito Field. The property is believed to have 
been developed as a municipal airport around 1938 to 
serve the racing patrons at the new Del Mar 
Fairgrounds. The airport included a 3,500-foot runway 
and several support buildings.

In 1941, the Navy acquired an extra 80.4 acres, but 
since the field could not accommodate modern 
aircraft, the US Naval Auxiliary Air Facility Del Mar, 
as it was known, became a base for lighter-than-air 
aircraft, also known as blimps. The Del Mar facility 
could accommodate two blimps, which were used in 
anti-submarine patrols along the west coast.

After Pearl Harbor, fairs and racing at Del Mar were 
suspended, and the Navy added the fairgrounds and 
racetrack to the main facility where the blimp 
mooring masts and landing fields were located. The 
fairgrounds became barracks, galleys, mess halls, 
offices, recreational facilities and classrooms for Navy 
personnel stationed there during the war.

Using radar, magnetic detection equipment and 
visual sightings, the blimps were used along the 
California coast to detect enemy submarines. They 
were K-types assigned to the blimp squadron ZP-31 
based at the Santa Ana Naval Air Station. 
Approximately 134 K-type blimps were built for the 
war effort, each measuring 251.7 feet in length, able 
to lift 7,770 pounds, and with a maximum speed of 
67.5 knots. 

Usually only two blimps operated from the Del Mar 
field at one time since there were only two mooring 
masts. They were refueled at Del Mar and then 
continued anti-submarine patrols up and down the 
coast and as much as 100 miles out to sea. 

The Del Mar Naval Auxiliary Air Facility was 
decommissioned in 1945 and the fairgrounds and 
racetrack returned to the State of California.

(continued on Page 3)

Did you know?
During the 1920's the U.S. Navy established an 

emergency landing field in the San Dieguito River 
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A New  Bond Issue to provide 
Funding for Parks and Clean Air

The approval of California voters is sought for a 2.6 
billion bond issue to support parks, beaches and clean-air 
programs. The issue will be on the ballot of March 2002 . 
Of that amount, 1.3 million will be dedicated to parks 
and museums, and 1.27 billion for land conservation, 
pollution control and water-saving programs

In 2000 California voters approved Proposition 13. 
From these  funds, Governor  Davis appropriated 11 
millions for the San Dieguito River Corridor, through the 
State Wildlife Conservation Board.  Six millions were 
spent buying the 5400 acre Santa Ysabel Ranch. The 
remaining $ 5 million will be spent at the JPA direction.

NEWS FROM SAN PASQUAL

The City of San Diego Water Department owns more 
than 10,000 acres of open space and agricultural lands 
within the beautiful San Pasqual Valley. The Valley, one of 
the largest publicly owned areas within the San Dieguito 
River Park Focused Planning Area, extends east from I-15 
along the San Dieguito River and Santa Ysabel Creek 
drainages for more than 14 miles. Since 1965, this Valley 
has been designated an Agricultural Preserve by the City of 
San Diego, but unfortunately, this designation has not 
always stopped our City officials from proposing, and in 
some cases approving, inappropriate uses within the Valley.  
Fortunately, we now have a City Councilmember who is 
dedicated to protecting the Valley from further 
encroachment. Councilmember Brian Maienschein, who 
also serves on the San Dieguito River Park JPA Board of 
Directors, has indicated his willingness to take on the task 
of identifying measures that will ensure the preservation of 
the Valley for future generations. We thank Councilmember 
Maienschein for his vision and look forward to providing 
our support for his preservation proposals.

Another positive note regarding the Valley Ñ  the Mule 
Hill/San Pasqual Trail, a 10.5-mile segment of the San 
Dieguito River ParkÕs Coast to Crest Trail, is expected to 
be completed in January/February 2002. A sneak preview 
reveals that trail users will encounter a variety of native 
habitats including willow shrub, freshwater marsh, coastal 
sage scrub, and oak woodland to name a few Ñ a bird-
watcherÕs paradise! For those willing to follow the trail up 

a steep hillside on the southern edge of Valley, you will be 
rewarded with spectacular views of the Valley below. Once the 
trail is opened, you are encouraged to experience first hand the 
many wonderful resources of the San Pasqual Valley. DonÕt 
forget to bring your binoculars!! 

Not everything occurring in the Valley is positive. The 
Hodges Golf Improvement Center, located to the east of I-15 
near Sikes Adobe, has generated numerous complaints related to 
night lighting. In addition, landscaping and irrigation problems 
have been identified and a considerable number of golf balls are 
being hit beyond the driving range and onto the Coast to Crest 
Trail alignment. The Rancho Bernardo Community Planning 
Board has been working with the applicant and the City in an 
attempt to see these problems corrected, but at the time of 
publication, the majority of these issues have yet to be 
resolved. This situation is particularly discouraging because the 
information provided at the time the project was being proposed 
indicated that lighting would not be an issue. The unfortunate 
reality is that the project is negatively impacting the character of 
the Valley, particularly at night. The lighting problems are also 
affecting native habitat areas and the residents who live on the 
ValleyÕs edge. This situation clearly demonstrates the severity 
of the need to accurately evaluate all potential impacts before 
any type of development is permitted in sensitive resource 
areas.  We encourage you to keep this in mind as you review 
and comment on future development proposals within the San 
Dieguito River Valley.

ÑVicki Touchstone

A group know as Citizens United to save the 
Beach sued the city of  Del Mar for opening the 
San Dieguito River Mouth whenever clogged by 
sand. Superior Court Judge Guy-Schall agreed 
with the City that the lawsuit had no merit.

 A separate lawsuit by the Sandy Lane 
Homeowners Association against the River Valley 
Joint Powers Authority is weaving its way 
through the court system and holding up the 
implementation of the Lagoon's Restoration Plan.

Del Mar wins law suit
! ! ! ! ! ! !
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Good News for the Lagoon
Southern California Edison (SCE) and the California 

Coastal Commission (CC), prime movers in the plan 
to restore the San Dieguito Lagoon, resolved key 
issues last month, moving the project closer to 
fruition.

The $60-80m project will increase tidal flushing, 
expand blue water acreage east of Jimmy Durante, and 
restore habitat degraded by decades of development.

SCE announced at the August meeting of the San 
Dieguito River Park Joint Power Authority (JPA) its 
resolve to fund the project notwithstanding financial 
downturns it suffered in the recent power crisis.

It revealed for the first time, that it has collected 
$53 million from rate payers since 1985 when the CC 
directed it to restore the lagoon as mitigation for fish 
kills at the San Onofre power plant.

The CC also sent a strong letter to the 22nd Ag 
District demanding that they meet their obligation to 
construct 16 acres of Least Tern nesting area,  an 
obligation incurred when construction at the 
fairgrounds in 1984 intensified use of the parking lot 
adjacent to the river. The District has, for 15 years, 
resisted building the nests estimated to cost $1-4m. 

 The CC letter included a generous offer whereby 
SCE would pay for nest construction during the 
restoration project. Moreover, the JPA and  SCE 
offered to donate land for nests, relieving the District 
of coastal land acquisition costs.

Unfortunately, a source close to the District reports 
that they regard this terrific deal as not good enough. 
Why? First, the District must pay a nominal cost for 
nest maintenance. Second, some sites involve wetlands 
requiring the District to create wetlands as mitigation. 
The prime location available for conversion to 
wetlands is acreage beneath their ugly advertising 
trailers east of I-5 ! 

Hopefully, reasonable minds on the Fairboard will 
embrace this generous opportunity to resolve their 
longstanding environmental obligation and promote 
the lagoon restoration, estimated to begin in 2003.

ÑMark Whitehead, Deputy Mayor of Del Mar

Changing of the Guard

Governor Davis has appointed two new Directors to 
the Del Mar Fairboard: John Johnson of San Diego, a 
retired social worker and former executive director of 
the Urban League,  and James Morris, president of JMB 
Properties of La Jolla. With these two appointments the 
majority of the Board will be appointees of Governor. 
Gray Davis.

The retiring members, Bob Vice and Louis 
Wolfsheimer, were former Governor Wilson appointees 
and ardent supporters of maximum development and 
commercialization of the Fairgrounds.

While all agree that many of the facilities are in need 
of upgrading, a new fairgrounds Master Plan, currently 
being developed, is opposed by environmentalists mostly 
because it proposes to pave large wetland areas for 
parking.

It is too early to tell whether the new Board majority 
will be more sensitive to the fragile environment of 
wetlands and wildlife habitats.

ÑJacqueline Winterer

Grand Avenue Bridge  
(continued from Page 1)

New owners
The Navy retained ownership of the airfield until 

1947, when the 80.4 acres were quitclaimed to the 
County of San Diego for one dollar. The field was used 
as a civilian airport until 1959 when it was transferred 
to the State as part of the I-5 right-of-way.

After the airport closed, a company called Non 
Linear Systems moved its operations into the site 
barracks. NLS produced digital voltmeters, started in 
1952 by a young Del Mar engineer, Andrew Kay. Work 
at NLS led to the production of the "Kaypro", one of 
the first home computers. NLS moved its plant to 
Solana Beach in 1968 and the airfield property has been 
vacant ever since.

At the present time only concrete foundation pads 
remain as well as septic tanks,underground gas-storage 
tanks and one of the two concrete wheel circles. These 
encircled mooring masts used to tether the blimps. 
Although of historical interest, the property has little 
remaining integrity. It is, however, worth a visit for 
those interested in  how the past shapes the future.

Ñ Jacqueline Winterer

AG

Jacks Tern



A warm and glowing thank you 
to the

Del Mar Foundation
for their recent generous grant of $1000 to fund the 

Valley Alert, helping us to keep you informed.

Thank you also
to

Friends of the Del Mar Library,
City of Del Mar,

and
Del Mar Farmers Market

whose contributions have helped us get started on 
the production of our brochure,

ÒBirds of San Dieguito LagoonÓ
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Del Mar CA 92014-0973
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Friends of the San Dieguito River Valley, a 
citizensÕ group, incorporated in 1986, whose 
purpose is  to preserve and protect open space in 
the San Dieguito River Valley system through the 
legislative process.
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